Literature of Modern Ireland 3334.0
Dr Seán Kennedy
Room: B201
   Time: Tue & Thu 10.00 – 11.15           Office Hours:
Tues 2-5
          E-mail: sean.kennedy@smu.ca
 Phone:  496-8269
          

Thur 2-5

This course will examine all genres of writing in Ireland after 1890.
Course Texts:  All works are available in bookshop or else in the volumes we bought last term. Additional materials will be made available on WEBCT.

Course Schedule

Week of 1 September



T
 The Literary Revival: an introduction

Week of 8 September 

T
The Imaginary Irish Peasant: genealogy of a concept

T
W.B. Yeats, Selected Poetry
Week of 15 September 


T
W.B. Yeats, Selected Poetry
T
W.B. Yeats, Selected Poetry





Essay 1 
Week of 22 September

T
The ideology of the Abbey Theatre
T
W.B. Yeats, Selected Plays





Essay 1

Week of 29 September
T
W.B. Yeats, Selected Plays
T
Conference

Week of 6 October




T
Lady Gregory, Selected Plays
T
J.M. Synge, Riders to the Sea
Week of 13 October 
T
J.M. Synge, Playboy of the Western World


         
T          Conference
Week of 20 October


T
J.M. Synge, Playboy of the Western World
T 
James Joyce, Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man

 
Week of 27 October 



T
James Joyce, Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man





T
James Joyce, Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man
 


Week of 3 November


T
James Joyce, Ulysses






Essay 2
T
James Joyce, Ulysses


           
Week of 10 November





T
James Joyce, Ulysses
T
Sean O’Casey, Juno and the Paycock




Essay 2



 Week of 17 November





T
Elizabeth Bowen, The Last September



T
Elizabeth Bowen, The Last September







Week of 24 November

T
W.B. Yeats, Purgatory


    
T
Conclusions










Semester 2
Week of 5th January 

T
 Introduction – The Counter Revival
Week of 12th January 

T
Seán O’Faolain, Frank O’Connor and “The Bell”
T
Samuel Beckett, Murphy
Week of 19st January 


T
 Samuel Beckett, Murphy
T
Samuel Beckett, “The End” and “First Love”



 
Week of 26th January
T
Flann O’Brien, At Swim Two Birds  
T
Flann O’Brien, At Swim Two Birds




Essay 3

Week of 2nd February


T
Brendan Behan, The Quare Fellow 




Essay 3
T
Patrick Kavanagh, Selected Poetry
Week of 9th February




T
Kate O’Brien, The Land of Spices
T
Kate O’Brien, The Land of Spices
Study Week

Week of 23rd February 
T
John McGahern, Amongst Women 


         
T          John McGahern, Amongst Women
Week of 2nd March

T
Brian Friel, Translations
T 
Brian Friel, Translations

 
Week of 9th March  


T
Patrick McCabe, The Butcher Boy




T
Patrick McCabe, The Butcher Boy

Week of 16th March

T
Roddy Doyle, The Snapper




T
Roddy Doyle, The Snapper/Screening



           
Week of 23rd March 




T
William Trevor, Felicia’s Journey



T
William Trevor, Felicia’s Journey





Week of 30th March








T
Seamus Heaney, Selected Poetry


T
Seamus Heaney, Selected Poetry




Essay 4
Week of 6th April
T
Derek Mahon, Selected Poetry

    
T
Conclusions







Essay 4
Policies, Rules and Regulations
This class may include frank discussion of issues relating to religion and sexuality. 

Essays should be typed and may not be submitted electronically. You can give essays to me in class. Essays should be formatted in accordance with the MLA format as explained in the English Department’s A Brief Guide to the Preparation of Essays and Reports, available in the bookstore.
There are two deadlines for each essay. The first deadline entitles you to detailed feedback and suggestions for further development. The second deadline entitles you to a letter grade only. You are strongly urged to submit your essays for the early deadline.

Plagiarism: Before agreeing to sign up for this class, students are expected to be familiar with the department’s policy on academic responsibility, which is set out in Academic Regulation 19, p.33-4 of the Academic Calendar, and to avoid plagiarism by proper citation. It is the student’s responsibility to document sources, and instances of plagiarism result in an automatic fail.
Calculation of Final Mark 
Essay 1 and 3 (40%)
Essay 2 and 4 (60%) 
 





Index of Grades
	Excellent
	A+

A

A-
	90-100   

85-89      

80-84     

	Good


	B+

B

B-
	77-79   

73-76    

70-72     

	Satisfactory
	C+

C

C-
	67-69

63-66  

60-62  


	Pass
	D
	50-59


